CHAPTER TWO

BRITISH  INDUSTRY

GREAT BRITAIN is the oldest industrial country in the
world.   Earlier than in any other country the manu-
facturer began to displace  the  independent handi-
craftsman in Great Britain, and to produce commo-
dities for sale on a general market, those commodities
which had formerly been produced by the independent
handicraftsman for his neighbours according to their
requirements.   Earlier than in any other country a
start was made in Great Britain with the division of
labour with the division of the process of production
into innumerable individual parts each of which was
now carried  out   by   particularly  trained  workers.
And earlier than any other  country Great Britain
introduced the machine into the process of industrial

nnngs of this development lie far back, even
in the eighteenth century, but it came into full swing
only after the Napoleonic Wars. We can take 1815 as
the year in which that development began which was
destined to make Great Britain what she was at the
end of the nineteenth century, the richest industrial